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important to educate the people to be able to
vote than it is to give them the vote.3* We
shall not pause to examine the dicta of this
sapient critic who, it must be presumed, knows
that it is just because that after a hundred and
fifty years of British rules the people remain as
helpless in the matter of food and clothing as
ever perhaps, political rights are to be granted
to them to rectify this disastrous state of things*
We shall be content with the brief observation of
Wedgwood on the point. "The hon. Gentle-
man who has just sat down/' he said, " has con-
tributed a very interesting speech to this Debate,
but I am shocked to find that he is such
a gross materialist. He regards the improve-
ment of industrial conditions as the end and
aim of all our political action, whereas T regard
freedom as being the ultimate object of
British Rule in India/5 After this preliminary
remark, Wedgwood passed on to consider the
details of the Budget, a rare thing in the-
Commons. " This Debate is a field day for
India/3 he said5 " but it is also a special debate
upon the Indian Budget, and I regret to see
that not one word has been said about the
Budget/5 He then went on to " mention one-